SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

February 16, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, 

                                    Hormillosa, CATV

Others present
Mike Johnson, Tim Franklin, Jim Koppen 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the agenda for February 16. Motion carried 5-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Jim Koppen, CEO of Essentia Sandstone, gave a report on the Hospital. He noted that they currently provided 260 jobs and that they had supported 3,500 Emergency Room visits in the past year. He reported that Essentia had an Ambulance in Pine City, Sandstone and Hinckley. He also mentioned that they had expanded the surgical system. He also noted that with the proposed new Hospital facility, all these services would be expanded. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Tim Franklin reported that the lights on Main Street had been off. Tauer brought forth a complaint she had received, saying that the parking lot at the John Wright building hadn’t been well-plowed at the last snowfall. She also asked if the City could somehow reimburse her for taking off work on Friday for the seminar. Staff noted that he would have to check policies and get back to her. Bonander mentioned that ice climbers were still continuing to climb at Robinson. Stadin noted that he had watched the T.V. Special on Robinson Park, and that it had been good. Atterbury stated that he had received several complaints about the sound cutting out on the televised meetings. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Tauer, Bonander to approve the meeting minutes for February 2. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Atterbury asked that they pull 9C-Reappoint Dean Rollie as Golf Grounds Supervisor for 2011. He asked if it was necessary to reappoint Mr. Rollie. Staff noted that Rollie knew all turf maintenance requirements and knew how all the equipment works and would be useful to the Golf Course. 

Stadin also noted that he would be watching item 9D-Approve Resolution 2011-04 which calls for support for broadband investment, because the City needs to ensure that it is done properly.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Authorize Staff to advertise for 2011 golf course positions as needed, 9B-Reappoint Steve D’Allessio as 2011 Golf Course Manager, 9C-Reappoint Dean Rollie as Golf Grounds Supervisor for 2011, 9D-Approve Resolution 2011-04 which calls for support for broadband investment, 9E-Set Special Meeting for April 25, 2011 Board of Review, 9F-Approve one-year renewal of services contract with Friends and Animal Humane Society, and 9G-Approve gambling permit for Sandstone Sportsmen’s Club April raffle and waive thirty-day waiting period. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve and pay claims in the amount of $44,287.45. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Street and Utility Improvements

At the last meeting, Staff asked the Council to consider what capital projects, if any, they wanted to undertake this year. The Council had previously prioritized all the Street and Utility Projects, and done feasibility studies on the top ten. So far, the City has only completed item number two, which was the Wagon Bridge Road project. 

Bonander asked if there were any major storm water problems. Staff replied that Old Military Road from Highway 123 to Eagle Drive had major drainage problems, and that Eagle Drive also had drainage issues. He also noted that most of the street projects all had a storm water component. Each street project has several problems that fit together, and that if you were going to fix one thing, you would have to fix it all. 

Atterbury asked if the cost now would be the same cost as listed in the feasibility studies since financing is lower. Staff responded that they might be similar, but that they were not necessarily the same. 

Kester asked where the funding for these projects would come from. Staff noted that some funding could come from the Storm Water Fund, and from assessing City residents. Bonander noted that he was not of the mind to do any projects this year. 

No action taken.

NEW BUSINESS

Storm Water projects

Several years ago the City considered some storm water drainage projects and had some preliminary engineering and cost estimates done. One proposal is for storm water improvements along Eagle Drive, which is not part of the Street Improvement project list. The Council previously had SEH prepare preliminary plans for Eagle Drive. 

Other projects with storm water components include Court Avenue, Commercial Avenue, Pine Avenue, Old Military Road, and Minnesota Street. Most of these projects also require street work, and so are included in the Street Utility Improvement Projects list. 

No action taken. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS (continued)

Sewer Rodder Agreement

The 1995 Hinckley, Askov and Sandstone jointly purchased a sewer rodder. Each City paid $7,833.33 towards the purchase of the rodder, and paid into a replacement fund according to their usage. The agreement was to last 15 years. Those 15 years are now up, and Askov is asking that Hinckley and Sandstone buy out their share of the agreement for $10,000. 

In December, the City passed a motion which stated that Hinckley and Sandstone would consider compensating Askov if the rodder is ever sold. This compensation would include 1/3 of the sale price of the rodder, and possibly a return on some of the interest paid into the replacement fund. Hinckley met in February and passed a similar motion. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to respond to Askov, when the rodder is sold, and give them 1/3 the sale price of the sewer rodder. Motion failed 0-5. 

Atterbury noted that he thought they should give some interest back to Askov. Staff commented that the Cities of Hinckley and Sandstone were not obligated to give Askov anything, but that cooperation between cities ought to be honored. 

Motion Bonander to offer Askov 1/3 of the sewer rodder sale price and 6% of the interest earned on their contributions to the replacement fund. Motion died for lack of a second. 

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to offer a sum of $2,500 to Askov, and to discontinue them from the contract. Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS (continued) 

Amending the Zoning Ordinance

The Planning Commission is recommending changes to the Zoning Ordinance which will improve efforts to provide for additional uses in each zoning district in a more appropriate manner. The Planning Commission reviewed the created interim uses in each zoning distract and has also redefined Home Occupations. They then held a Public Hearing to take comments from the public on these proposed changes. They then recommended that the Council approve the amended Zoning Ordinance. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve Ordinance 2011-01 which amends the City Zoning Ordinance to establish interim uses in zoning districts. Motion carried 5-0. 

Summary Publication

The Council is taking steps to allow interim uses in zoning districts. The City Attorney has prepared an amended Zoning Ordinance, which defines which interim uses are allowed in each zoning district. The Attorney prepared a summary publication ordinance to adopt in conjunction with this amended ordinance. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to adopt Ordinance 2011-02, which calls for the summary publication of the amended zoning ordinance. Motion carried 5-0. 

Fire Department-Appoint Fire Chief

It is the responsibility of the City Council to hire and appoint the Fire Chief. In 2010, they hired Mike Johnson for this position. Staff is recommending that Mike Johnson be reappointed as Fire Chief for the Sandstone Fire and Rescue, with a list of goals for 2011. Mr. Johnson is requesting an increase in pay for the Chief’s position. This position currently pays $5,000; Mr. Johnson is requesting that it be increased to $15,000. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to refer reappointment to the Personnel Committee for discussion and bring back to the next Council meeting. Motion carried 3-2. 

Amend Parking Ordinance

Staff had the City Attorney review the ordinance regarding the towing of vehicles and she found that parts of the ordinance are no longer in compliance with State regulations. Staff then had the Attorney revise the ordinance to bring it into compliance and to clarify who can issue citations and order towing. The changes to the ordinance make references to State law so that the City will not have to continually update its ordinance. These changes also give the Public Works Superintendent and Fire Chief authorization to issue citations, and Staff is suggesting that it also include the Public Works Worker and the Incident Command at the scene only if the Fire Chief is not present.  

Motion Stadin, second Kester to adopt Ordinance 2011-03, amending the Sandstone City Code regarding the towing of vehicles. Motion carried 5-0. 

Retrieval of contents from impounded vehicles

As part of the Attorney’s review of the ordinance regarding the towing of vehicles she pointed out that State law requires that the City establish reasonable procedures for retrieval of contents upon impound of the vehicle. 

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve the Policy on retrieval of contents from an impounded vehicle. Motion carried 5-0. 

LMC Workshop

Pine City will be hosting a presentation and workshop from the League of MN Cities especially for elected officials. It will be held on Monday, February 28 at 5 p.m. at Pine Technical College. The Council members are encouraged to attend not only for informational purposes, but also for the chance to meet and talk to other elected officials in the area, and ask questions of the LMC representative. 

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to set a Special Meeting for Monday February 28 to attend a LMC workshop in Pine City.  Motion approved 5-0.
REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Planning Commission minutes-February 9, Park and Recreation Commission minutes-February 8, PeopleService report-February 9. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Staff reminded everyone that the Fire Formula meeting is coming up on February 22. He mentioned the following workshops and trainings: LMC Land Use online training, National Heritage Area on February 22 at St Croix Falls, LMC Legislative Conference on March 24 in St. Paul, and Protecting the St Croix on April 5 in River Falls. 

Staff also noted that in the upcoming year there is going to be a lot of roadwork done on I35, and that the ramps will be closed for a period of time. He mentioned that there will be a MNDOT community-informative meeting on March 4 in Sandstone and encouraged business owners to attend.

He gave an update on the Legislative occurrences, noting the following: There will be LGA cuts in the future; there was a bill introduced which would prohibit pay increases; there will be changes to liquor sales; a bill was introduced which requires electronic devices at polling precincts, and some changes were made to absentee ballots for nursing homes; recently changes were made prohibiting an increase in the amount of property taxes levied for 2012 and 2013.  

ADJOURN

Motion Kester, second Tauer to adjourn at 9:07 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

