SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

September 15, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Erika Hormillosa, David Hamre, Tim Franklin, John Kern, Ron Hammer, Brandon Devlin, Mike Johnson, Dave Dronen

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Motion Kester, second Edmond to recess the meeting at 7:02 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to reopen the meeting at 7:12 p.m. Motion carried 5-0. 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve the agenda for September 15, 2010 with the following additions: 5B(01)-Approve 2011 preliminary EDA budget, 5B(02)-Adopt Resolution 2010-23-Submit EDA special property tax levy to the Auditor prior to adoption of preliminary City budget and levy, and 9B-Set workshop/special meeting for Golf Course and budget discussions. Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Fire Chief Report

Fire Chief Johnson provided the quarterly report noting that the generator has burned out and needs replacement (one has been found); that attendance records are being reviewed starting from mid-summer; that the department had a couple of interested applicants; and that the grass/rescue rig is undergoing some repair work at the prison (no labor costs involved-parts are being made as needed). 

Responding to a question, Griffith mentioned that currently there is no remuneration from mutual aid calls. Stadin asked if it were possible to get a report of the hours Sandstone expends in mutual aid calls compared with the hours the City receives from other departments. 

Johnson also notified the Council that the pumper will be up for replacement in 4 years and that the Department is working on developing specifications so that if a grant opportunity arises the Department will be ready. 

PUBLIC HEARING

Issuance of temporary liquor license for Jack Pine Riders

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to open the Public Hearing-Issuance of temporary liquor license for Jack Pine Riders- at 7:29 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

The City has received an application for a temporary liquor license from the Jack Pine Riders for Octoberfest. 

Dave Dronen appeared before the Council to answer any question. Edmond inquired as to the nature of the organization. Dronen explained that the Jack Pine Riders is an organization which promotes motorcycles rights, education and training. They hold special events and fund-raisers. 

There was no public comment. 

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to close the Public Hearing at 7:34 p.m. Motion carried 5-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

Temporary liquor license-Jack Pine Riders

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the temporary liquor license for OctoberFest 2010 for the Jack Pine Riders subject to all requirements of the City Ordinance. Motion carried 5-0.

Special events permit-OctoberFest

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the application for the special events permit for OctoberFest subject to receipt of proper insurance. Motion carried 5-0. 

Noise control ordinance

Motion Stadin, second Kester to approve the waiver of the noise control ordinance subject to listed conditions. Motion carried 5-0. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

John Kern mentioned that there is a Neighborhood Watch meeting on the 23rd at the Golf Course clubhouse at 6:00 p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the meeting minutes for September 1, with the correction under REPORTS of changing “NLZ” to “NLX”. Motion carried 5-0. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Authorize advertising for seasonal snow removal helper and summer compost monitor, and 9B-to authorize Griffith to set a workshop/special meeting for Golf Course and budget discussions. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay claims in the amount of $40,369.78. Motion carried 5-0. 

The Finance Officer provided the August 2010 Cash Balance, Revenue and Expenditure report. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUISNESS

Amend animal control ordinance

The Council members had previously reviewed the proposed amendments to the Animal Control ordinance which would implement a registration rather than licensing system. 

Atterbury asked about the fees involved. Griffith responded that the fees would be set in a separate action and would not be included in the ordinance. 

Motion Kester, second Bonander to adopt Ordinance 2010-05, an ordinance amending section of 911.01, 911.03, 911.09, 911.19 and 911.23 of the Sandstone City Cod regarding registration of dogs and cats. Motion carried 5-0.

Animal control ordinance-Summary publication

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Ordinance 2010-06 which calls for the summary publication of the amended animal control ordinance. Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS (continued)

Conditional use permit-Hamre

Dave Hamre appeared before the Council to answer question regarding an application of a conditional use permit. 

Hamre dba Hamre Productions proposes to store used equipment at the former bus barns. The Planning Commission recommends approval of the conditional use permit with the conditions listed in the Finding of Fact. 

Edmond asked what kind of screening was planned. Hamre responded that he didn’t anticipate having more than two vehicles at a time which could be stored indoors. But that if he needed to use the outdoor area, screening would be installed. 

Motion Atterbury, second Kester to approve the conditional use with the conditions as recommended by the Planning Commission and adopt the proposed Finding of Fact. Motion carried 5-0. 

Feasibility study-Spectrum Health project 

The Council had previously requested that S.E.H prepared an update to the Lundorff Drive feasibility study which was needed if the costs of infrastructure serving the proposed Spectrum Health senior living project were to be assessed. The Council reviewed the engineering report. 

Motion Kester, second Edmond to approve Resolution 2010-22, a resolution receiving a supplemental engineering report-Lundorff Drive Street & Utility Extension. Motion carried 5-0.  

Administrator’s review

The Council members had completed a written review of the administrator and Mayor Atterbury reported that overall the rating was “commendable.” 

Griffith requested the following amendments to his employment agreement: 4.0% salary increase beginning January 1, 2011, and continue the match by the City of Griffith’s deposits into Minnesota Deferred Compensation Plan with the City’s contribution being $2,600 in 2011. Bonander clarified that the Administrator had received no increase the previous year. 

Motion Atterbury, second Kester to approve the following amendments to the Administrator’s employment contract: 4.0% salary increase beginning January 2, 2011 and a continued match in 2011 to the Minnesota Deferred Compensation Plan in the amount of $2,600. Motion carried 5-0.

Noise control ordinance

Brenda Huebner-Finley is requesting a waiver of the noise control ordinance for her son’s memorial birthday party on October 2nd. 

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to approve the waiver of the noise control ordinance subject to notification of the neighbors within 500 feet and notification of the Sheriff’s Department (copy to Deputy Frehse) with the music to end at 1 a.m. Motion carried 5-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, and the Planning Commission minutes-September 8. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

The Council reviewed a letter from Administrator Griffith to the DNR regarding the response to the tennis court letter. 

The City also received a letter from MN Department of health regarding copper and lead testing in drinking water. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator reminded the Council of the Board of Review training and the following workshops: MN Historic Preservation Conference-September 16 and 17 in Winona, the DEED MN Development Conference-September 29 and 30 in St. Paul and the Broadband 2010 workshop-October 13 and 14 in Baxter. He mentioned that there had been a donation from the Neighborhood Watch of $39.16 for postage. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS
Sam, we didn’t know what was going on!

ADJOURN

Motion Kester, second Stadin to adjourn at 8:32 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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